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In This Issue:
State Library Assists Libraries 
Affected by Floods
Some of South Carolina’s libraries 
were greatly impacted by last 
month’s 1,000 year rainfall event 
which caused record-setting 
flooding to occur in many 
communities.

Libraries across the state reported 
various flood-related issues:

• Charleston reported 
hundreds of childrens’ books 
damaged at the Sullivan 
Island library

• Georgetown, Saluda, Chapin 
Memorial, Horry, Orangeburg, 
Lexington, Richland, Berkeley, 
and Spartanburg County Public 
Libraries all reported leaks

• Clarendon reported electrical 
problems and leaks.  The library 
was able to borrow State Library 
MiFi’s to temporarily use on their 
bookmobile.  

• The State Library had flooding in 
the basement about 6-9 inches.  Part 
of the ceiling in the Board room 
fell down and the subbasement 
had water on some walls and on 
the plastic over the stacks.  Carpet 
is currently being replaced in the 
basement.

• Williamsburg County Library 
suffered the greatest damage. The 
Library lost at least 20% of its 
collection at its headquarter’s library 
in Kingstree and was temporarily 
displaced from the building.

School libraries reported damage across 
the state: Givhans Alernative School 

in Dorchester District 2; Bradley, 
Eau Clare, Satchel Ford in Richland 
One School District (who received 
assistance from the State Library’s 
Collection Mangement and Digitization 
department); Georgetown, Clarendon, 
and Williamsburg school libraries.  

The State Library continues assisting 
schools in the state to replace children’s 
book collections damaged or lost due to 
flooding.

The South Carolina State Library 
Foundation is working with the State 
Library to provide support to libraries 
in many ways. The SCSL Foundation 
accepts gifts—monetary donations 
for collections or programs—or new 
materials to support a library collection 
that has been damaged in the recent 
floods or any disaster.

For questions or to make a donation, 
please contact Denise Lyons (dlyons@
statelibrary.sc.gov or 803-734-6061).

Photo: Leesa Aiken (Acting SCSL 
Director) assists Benjamin Hall (Director 
of the Williamsburg County Public 
Library) sort through donated books.
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Staff Members Create Disaster Recovery 
LibGuide for Libraries and Communities
In response to last month’s floods, 
several State Library staff members 
put together an online guide of 
resources to help libraries and 
individuals in disaster emergencies.  
The guide is also useful for schools 
and civic organizations.

Resources cover everything from 
road closing maps and information 
to health and safety information 
to how you can make donations or 
help.

Staff members will continuously 
update and refine the Disaster 
Recovery LibGuide so libraries and 
patrons will have the most current 
information.

There are many safety tips in the 
guide such as, “When in Doubt, 
Throw It Out” - if your home has 
been flooded, do not eat any food 
that might have come in contact 
with floodwater, and “Don’t Drink 
the Water...Until You’re Sure It’s 
Safe” - all water sources should be 

considered unsafe until they are 
tested, and the proper authorities 
tell you it is okay to drink.

Please feel free to browse the 
guide for helpful information and 
resources that can help libraries 
and individuals recover from the 
recent floods across the state.  If 
you would like to contribute 
resource links, please contact 
Elaine Sandberg at esandberg@
statelibrary.sc.gov.

http://statelibrary.sc.libguides.com/c.php?g=399350&p=2714271
http://statelibrary.sc.libguides.com/c.php?g=399350&p=2714271
http://statelibrary.sc.libguides.com/c.php?g=399350&p=2714271
http://statelibrary.sc.libguides.com/c.php?g=399350&p=2714271
mailto:esandberg%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=Disaster%20Recovery%20LibGuide
mailto:esandberg%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=Disaster%20Recovery%20LibGuide
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Resources for Libraries - Preservation Response 
and Recovery
Libraries and cultural collections 
that have been affected by the flood 
may have preservation recovery 
needs.

The Northeast Document 
Conservation Center has a 24/7 
Collections Emergency Phone 
Assistance Hotline at (855) 245-
8303 FREE for telephone advice.

Other resources on Recovery for 
Libraries and Cultural Collections:

• Library of Congress 
Preservation Response and 
Recovery - advice for assessing 
the problems and acting 
effectively and efficiently

• What to Do If a Collection Gets 
Wet - explains first actions and 
includes a video

• Conservation Center for 
Art and Historic Artifacts - 
Managing Mold

• Cornell University - Drying 
Books - procedures for air 
drying wet books and records

• Heritage Preservation - 
After the Flood - practical 
information for individuals 
saving homes, treasures and 
collections, and for institutions 
saving collections, books, and 
other items

• American Library Association 
- Disaster Preparedness and 
Recovery - excellent page that 
has information on collection 
valuation, recovery, and lessons 
learned

• American Institute for 
Conservation of Historic and 
Artistic Works - provides 
guides and information for 
salvaging water-damaged 
collections

• Librarians and Libraries 
Respond to Disasters - A 
bibliography of articles on 
libraries responding to disaster 
recovery, 2011 and earlier

mailto:https://www.nedcc.org/free-resources/disaster-assistance/emergency-phone-assistance?subject=
mailto:https://www.nedcc.org/free-resources/disaster-assistance/emergency-phone-assistance?subject=
mailto:http://www.loc.gov/preservation/emergprep/recovery.html?subject=
mailto:http://www.loc.gov/preservation/emergprep/recovery.html?subject=
mailto:http://www.loc.gov/preservation/emergprep/recovery.html?subject=
mailto:http://www.loc.gov/preservation/emergprep/dry.html?subject=
mailto:http://www.loc.gov/preservation/emergprep/dry.html?subject=
mailto:http://www.ccaha.org/uploads/media_items/managing-a-mold-invasion-guidelines-for-disaster-response.original.pdf?subject=
mailto:http://www.ccaha.org/uploads/media_items/managing-a-mold-invasion-guidelines-for-disaster-response.original.pdf?subject=
mailto:http://www.ccaha.org/uploads/media_items/managing-a-mold-invasion-guidelines-for-disaster-response.original.pdf?subject=
mailto:https://www.library.cornell.edu/preservation/librarypreservation/mee/management/proceduresforairdryingwetbooksandrecords.html?subject=
mailto:https://www.library.cornell.edu/preservation/librarypreservation/mee/management/proceduresforairdryingwetbooksandrecords.html?subject=
mailto:http://www.heritagepreservation.org/PROGRAMS/flood.html?subject=
mailto:http://www.heritagepreservation.org/PROGRAMS/flood.html?subject=
mailto:http://www.ala.org/advocacy/govinfo/disasterpreparedness?subject=
mailto:http://www.ala.org/advocacy/govinfo/disasterpreparedness?subject=
mailto:http://www.ala.org/advocacy/govinfo/disasterpreparedness?subject=
mailto:http://www.conservation-us.org/publications-resources/disaster-response-recovery%23.ViFiXX6rRaQ?subject=
mailto:http://www.conservation-us.org/publications-resources/disaster-response-recovery%23.ViFiXX6rRaQ?subject=
mailto:http://www.conservation-us.org/publications-resources/disaster-response-recovery%23.ViFiXX6rRaQ?subject=
mailto:http://sis.nlm.nih.gov/dimrc/bibliographydisaster.html?subject=
mailto:http://sis.nlm.nih.gov/dimrc/bibliographydisaster.html?subject=
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Fiona and the Thousand Year Rainfall
By Denise Lyons, Deputy Director 
of Statewide Development

In 2013, I volunteered with 
some friends at the Princeton 
Book Festival in New Jersey. 
After a long and eventful day, a 
local bookstore owner invited 
volunteers and authors to an after 
event at his home.  Standing in 
the kitchen, I was enthusiastically 
discussing literacy efforts in 
South Carolina, particularly the 
State Library’s StoryfestSC event, 
with a talented author/illustrator 
from Brooklyn. From many at 
the event, I learned that Brooklyn 
was a hub of activity for children’s 
picture books writers and artists, 
including Fiona Robinson. Fiona’s 
work has been recognized for its 
artistry and cleverness. Her books 
are filled with delightful pictures 
and make for fun read-alouds. 
Whale Shines is a particular 
favorite but I am looking so 
forward to her new work on Ada 
Lovelace, founder of scientific 
computing and a modern role 

model for achievements of 
women in STEM. 

Fast forward to 2015 as the 
rain just keeps coming. 
It was a thousand year 
rainfall event. Many in 
South Carolina, particularly 
Columbia, were advised to 
stay inside yet many people 
tried to figure out ways we 
could help. We knew that 
there were libraries and 
schools flooded and people 
moving into shelters. 

Not knowing how long this 
would go on, social media 
was a way to start to connect with 
those asking for help and those 
who would be willing to assist 
the efforts. With an idea about 
what we at the South Carolina 
State Library could do, I sent a 
message to Fiona to ask if maybe 
the Brooklyn area children’s book 
community might be willing to 
get involved.

She then posted my 
message and asked others 
to help.

This message was shared 
210 times. Books from 
across the country (and 
England, thanks to 
Fiona’s mom Diane) were 
shipped to us at the State 
Library to be distributed 
to South Carolinians. 

Some were from individuals 
who sent some of their favorites 
from a family’s collection. Others 
came from publishers and those 
in the publishing world such as 
Abrams Publishing and Adams 
Literary. Writer/Illustrators sent 
books including Toni Yuly who 
sent copies of her book Early Bird. 
Toni was the lucky winner of the 
beautiful, original drawing by 
Robinson of the 19c waif. Books 
are still coming and we at the 
State Library are working to get 
them into schools and libraries.

When something bad happens, 
people want to help but not 
everyone can help in the same 
way. We may feel helpless but 
what we are really trying to do is 
reach out and make connections, 
make things better in even a small 
way. Those connections can lead 
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to bigger things. I am grateful 
for the response from Fiona 
who shared a little sunshine 
through her work to those 
when there was no sun. To 
all those that sent books and 
notes of sympathy and hope, 
we thank you. We continue to 
share this joy across the state. 
With a promise and power that 
a book can bring, you can never 
underestimate how meaningful 
that can be.
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TumbleBookTM Library Now Available Statewide 
to Public Libraries
The South Carolina State Library 
is pleased to announce the 
agreement of a two-year statewide 
subscription to the TumbleBookTM 
Library for all South Carolina 
public libraries.  

The TumbleBookTM Library 
collection includes over 500 fiction 
and non-fiction animated and 
talking story, and chapter books.  
Also included in the collection 
are French and Spanish books 

as well as National Geographic 
videos, puzzles, games, and songs; 
all resources designed to teach 
children the joy of reading and 
learning.  

South Carolina public library 
patrons now have unlimited 
access to the TumbleBookTM 
Library from computers or mobile 
devices so this great resource can 
be used in the library, at home, or 
on the go.  

For more information about the 
TumbleBookTM Library, please 
contact your local public library 
or 

Patricia Sinclair, Electronic 
Resources Coordinator at 
803-734-8851 or psinclair@
statelibrary.sc.gov. 

http://asp.tumblebooks.com/home.aspx
http://asp.tumblebooks.com/home.aspx
mailto:psinclair%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=
mailto:psinclair%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=
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State Library Staff Celebrate National Picture 
Book Month during November

For more information about Picture Book Month, please visit picturebookmonth.com.

http://picturebookmonth.com
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A Special Thank You...

Have you visited our calendar 
of events lately?  Be sure to 

check out the training sessions 
and classes to learn more!

statelibrary.sc.libcal.com

The South Carolina State Library 
would like to thank the Association 
of American Publishers, particularly 
Becca Worthington (now at ImaginOn 
in Charlotte), and Tina Jordan for 
all their help in reaching out to the 
publishers that are helping to replace 
collections throughout South Carolina.

We also would like to thank Michelle 
Leo who, at Simon & Schuster, sent 
us eleven boxes of adult, YA, and 
children’s books.

Thank you to Angus Killick and Anne 
Spieth from the Macmillan Publishing 
warehouse  who are sending us 3,000 
books to distribute to needy libraries 
in South Carolina.

Random House, Hachette Book 
Group, Quirk Publishing and Abrams 
are contributing boxes of new books 
that the State Library will coordinate 
distribution of to libraries in need.

Thank you to Jenny DeCuir and 
Rochester, Michigan’s Authors in April 
program, which is affiliated with the 
Michigan Center for the Book, who is 
sending books for libraries in South 
Carolina.

Thank you to the Scotch Plains 
Library of New Jersey and Barbara 
Crooks, Special Education Instructor 
at Manhattan High School (KS) for 
sending us new books for libraries. 

Thank you to children from the 
University City branch of the Charlotte 
Mecklenberg County Library for 
sending inspirational cards to the State 
Library hoping everyone in SC is ok 
from the floods.  

The staff of the State Library truly 
appreciate all those who have reached 
out to assist libraries in need in SC.

Tuition Assistance LSTA 
Grant Applications Due 

December 16, 2015

These grants are awarded to 
full time or part time public 

library staff in South Carolina 
who are enrolled in an 

MLIS program at any ALA-
accredited school. Applicants 

must already have earned 
9 credit hours toward their 
degree. Award amounts are 

determined by the number of 
qualified applicants. See the 

guidelines and application for 
more information: 

statelibrary.sc.libguides.com/
lsta-tuition-assistance 

Submit applications and 
inquiries to Halie Brazier, 

LSTA Coordinator, 
hbrazier@statelibrary.sc.gov.  

http://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com
http://statelibrary.sc.libguides.com/lsta-tuition-assistance
http://statelibrary.sc.libguides.com/lsta-tuition-assistance
mailto:hbrazier%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=
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Museums and Libraries Step-Up Efforts to Tackle 
Economic Distress in Poor Communities, Says 
New Report from IMLS and LISC
A new national report finds that 
many museums and libraries are 
leveraging their prominent local 
positions to help rebuild troubled 
neighborhoods, driving economic, 
educational and social efforts that 
help raise standards of living.

Museums, Libraries, and 
Comprehensive Initiatives: A First 
Look at Emerging Experience, is part 
of a collaborative research effort by 
the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services and the Local Initiatives 
Support Corporation (LISC) 
examining the ways that museums 
and libraries are helping fuel 
successful comprehensive community 
revitalization efforts and offer best 
practices for other institutions to 
follow.

The findings will be used to launch 
discussions at a series of invitational 
community meetings this fall 
and winter in Walterboro, S.C.; 
Indianapolis, Ind.; Minneapolis-
St. Paul, Minn.; Philadelphia, Pa.; 
and Oakland, Calif. The report 
includes examples from nine different 
museum and library initiatives, 
including:

The Children’s Museum of 
Indianapolis. The museum 
decided to expand into its existing 
neighborhood, the Mid-North 

neighborhood, rather than build 
new facilities downtown. After 
taking the lead on transportation 
enhancements and acquiring a 
brownfield site to create green 
space, the museum became a 
leader in a citywide development 
effort managed by LISC.

The Detroit Public Library. The 
Parkman Branch houses one of 10 
learning labs in Detroit that connects 
adults who have limited literacy 
and math skills to career pathways. 
The branch participates in the Hope 
Village Initiative, a neighborhood 
network of nine institutions serving 
a 100-block area, by providing skills 
training programs, and it is part of a 
community referral program linking 
individuals to area agencies for 
assistance with healthcare, parenting, 
and tax preparation.

Colleton Museum & Farmers Market 
(Walterboro, S.C.). The museum 
expanded into an old remodeled 
grocery store at the edge of downtown 
and now administers a farmer’s 
market there. The new space doubles 
as a town hall and community center. 
By partnering with community 
organizations, the museum provides 
health education through cooking 
classes and the statewide Eat Smart, 
Move More program.

“Our nation’s libraries and museums 
have vast potential to develop the 
physical, social, and economic 
initiatives that are so necessary 
for comprehensive community 
revitalization efforts,” said IMLS 
Director Dr. Kathryn K. Matthew. 
“I’m proud that IMLS and LISC 
have collaborated to identify leading 
examples of this cross-sectoral work 
and that IMLS provides the funding 
to support this vital work.”

“Many libraries and museums have 
moved beyond their traditional roles 
and are now key partners helping 
long-distressed communities build 
stability and growth,” said Michael 
Rubinger, LISC president and CEO. 
“They are advocates, community 
planners and economic engines-
recognizing the needs of residents 
and responding in ways that help 
drive lasting change.”

The full report (PDF) is available 
on the IMLS website and through 
LISC’s Institute for Comprehensive 
Community Development.

https://www.imls.gov/sites/default/files/publications/documents/museumslibrariesandcomprehensiveinitiatives.pdf
https://www.imls.gov/sites/default/files/publications/documents/museumslibrariesandcomprehensiveinitiatives.pdf
https://www.imls.gov/sites/default/files/publications/documents/museumslibrariesandcomprehensiveinitiatives.pdf
https://www.imls.gov/issues/national-initiatives/building-sustainable-communities
https://www.imls.gov/issues/national-initiatives/building-sustainable-communities
https://www.imls.gov/issues/national-initiatives/building-sustainable-communities
https://www.imls.gov/issues/national-initiatives/building-sustainable-communities
https://www.imls.gov/sites/default/files/publications/documents/museumslibrariesandcomprehensiveinitiatives.pdf
http://www.instituteccd.org/About-us.html
http://www.instituteccd.org/About-us.html
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South Carolina Flood In the News...
Haley, celebs create ‘One SC’ 
fund to help flood victims 
South Carolina Governor Nikki 
Haley and a group of famous faces 
are coming together to help the 
victims of October’s floods who are 
still suffering from the effects of the 
disaster. Read more.

South Carolina sees flood break 
17 river flow records 
A preliminary report issued 
Wednesday by the U.S. Geological 
Survey said the Edisto River’s volume 
of flow at its gauge there was the 
heaviest recorded in 87 years of 
record keeping. And the Edisto was 
only one of 17 rivers across the state 
to break a record for the flow. Read 
more.

A plague of mosquitoes vexes 
South Carolina after historic 
floods 
After rainfall and floods of almost 
biblical proportions, South Carolina 
is seeing a plague of mosquitoes. 
Now, lawmakers from both parties 
agree exterminating them must be a 
priority — even if it means spending 
actual money. Read more.

Delayed by floods: Last month’s 
historic SC flooding sets back 
work on I-95 interchange
The historic rains in South Carolina 
have delayed completion of a 
new Interstate 95 interchange in 
Orangeburg County by about six 
months. Read more.

Historic floods could uncover 
artifacts in SC 
The University of South Carolina is 
urging anyone who finds old animal 
fossils or artifacts after last month’s 
flooding to contact the school so the 
sites can be investigated. Read more.

SC families still suffering weeks 
after historic floods 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency still has more than 1,200 
people on the ground in places like 
Glenhaven Drive in Columbia.  The 
homes on the street are mostly empty 
but the yards are full, stacked with 
debris. Read more.

For some in South Carolina, 
flood brings lasting disarray 
People living under tenuous 
circumstance before South Carolina’s 
devastating flood are suffering acute 
hardships in its aftermath. Among 
them are small business owners, 
mobile-home dwellers, the homeless 
and the working poor. Read more.

Texas A&M student-athletes 
donate to South Carolina flood 
relief 
The Texas A&M Student-Athlete 
Advisory Committee (SAAC) in 
conjunction with the support of 
Aggie student-athletes and the 12th 
Man sponsored the Aggies Can Food 
Drive and the sale of commemorative 
12th Man towels this weekend. Read 
more.

South Carolina tourism 
industry lost roughly $35 
million to flood
That will result in a loss of roughly $4 
million in state and local tax revenue, 
S.C. Parks Recreation and Tourism 
director Duane Parrish told senators, 
tasked with determining how to pay 
for flood damage. Read more.

Floods devastated South 
Carolina farms 
After the historic flood and 
continued rain in South Carolina, 
farmers need help. Many fields have 
been turned into ponds and some 
crops aren’t even worth harvesting. 
Read more.

FEMA urging South Carolina 
flood survivors to apply for 
disaster aid before deadline 
The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency is urging South Carolina 
residents affected by the flooding in 
October to apply for federal disaster 
aid before the Dec. 4 deadline. Read 
more.

Leonard Fournette jersey raises 
$101,000 for South Carolina 
flood relief 
The LSU star running back pledged 
the jersey he wore during the Tigers’ 
45-24 victory over the Gamecocks on 
Oct. 10 after flooding devastated the 
state of South Carolina. Read more.

http://www.wltx.com/story/news/local/flood-recovery/2015/11/16/haley-celebs-create-one-sc-fund-help-flood-victims/75867794/
http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20151021/PC16/151029837
http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20151021/PC16/151029837
http://www.foxnews.com/weather/2015/11/05/plague-mosquitoes-vexes-south-carolina-after-historic-floods/
http://www.dailyjournal.net/view/story/3b11cca3389e476a8952747b30047e8c/SC--I-95-Interchange
http://www.wltx.com/story/news/2015/11/05/historic-floods-could-uncover-artifacts-sc/75201952/
http://www.wsoctv.com/news/weather/6-more-sc-counties-eligible-fema-storm-assistance/nn74z/
http://savannahnow.com/news/2015-11-09/some-south-carolina-flood-brings-lasting-disarray#
http://www.ncaa.com/news/ncaa/article/2015-11-05/texas-am-student-athletes-donate-south-carolina-flood-relief
http://www.ncaa.com/news/ncaa/article/2015-11-05/texas-am-student-athletes-donate-south-carolina-flood-relief
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/Tourism-industry-lost-roughly-35-million-to-flood.html
http://www.rfdtv.com/story/30502171/floods-devastated-south-carolina-farms#.VkoJTXarRaQ
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/-FEMA-Urging-Flood-Survivors-to-Apply-for-Disaster-Aid-Before-Deadline.html
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/-FEMA-Urging-Flood-Survivors-to-Apply-for-Disaster-Aid-Before-Deadline.html
http://www.al.com/sports/index.ssf/2015/11/leonard_fournette_jersey_raise.html
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The South Carolina State Library is the primary administrator of federal 
and state support for the state’s libraries. The Library is a national model for 
innovation, collaboration, leadership and effectiveness. The Library’s mission 
is to optimize South Carolina’s investment in library and information services. 

In 1969, as the result of action by the General Assembly, the State Library 
Board was redesignated as the South Carolina State Library and assumed 
responsibility for public library development, library service for state 
institutions, service for the blind and physically handicapped, and library 
service to state government agencies. Headquartered in Columbia, S.C., the 
Library is funded by the state of South Carolina, by the federal government 
through the Institute of Museum and Library Services, and other sources. 

For more information, visit statelibrary.sc.gov or call 803-734-8666.
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SCMemory.org Highlight

Worker secures 
electrical poles 
at Gervais Street 
bridge following 
flood
This image shows a worker 
securing electrical poles at 
Columbia’s Gervais Street 
bridge following a flood.  The 
image dates from August 
1928 and is from Richland 
Library’s Sargeant Studios 
Photograph Collection.  You 
can view this collection 
online at the Richland 
Library’s website.

http://statelibrary.sc.gov
mailto:crogers%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=
mailto:astone%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=
mailto:danderson%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=
http://statelibrary.sc.gov
http://cdm16817.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16817coll3
http://cdm16817.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16817coll3
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